
USEFULL TIP ON HANDLING SEWER/ FOUL, ODORS 

 

SEWER ODORS (Inside Houses or Buildings) If a sewer odor is detected, you should 

follow these guidelines: Sewage odor or gas is always present in the sewer system and cannot be 

eliminated.  This is why there are provisions in the uniform plumbing code to insure that vent 

pipes and traps are installed to the house plumbing systems to carry odors and gasses out through 

the roof vent and prevent it from coming back into the structure.  

• The most common causes of sewer gas odor entering structures are as follows:  

• Caps on floor traps and cleanouts are not properly installed .  

• Infrequently used washing machine drains.  

• Cleanout plugs are removed from the inside of floor drains.  

• Seldom used floor drains or fixtures will allow the water in the trap to evaporate.  

• Visually check for one of these conditions and correct if needed.  If odor problems 

continue, have your plumber check out the entire house system for any drain system air 

leaks. 

• Vents should be checked for proper installation and free of obstructions.  

• Atmospheric conditions can have an effect on when you may get odor inside of the 

house.  When barometric pressure is falling or is very low, the air outside is heavier than 

air from the sewer system. This acts like a cap on the vent stack causing pressure to build 

up in the sewer system and any openings will discharge sewer odors from the system. 

SEWER/FOUL, ODORS (OUTSIDE A HOUSE OR BUILDING) if an odor is detected 

root cause may not be the sewer but Veolia will check out the city sewer lines.  Occasionally 

the odor may originate from other sources such as trash, standing water and catch basins. 
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